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Announcement for the 1st Asia-Africa Early Childhood Education and Care Research Forum
Ai Kadomatsu (Nagoya Aoi University)

Kyoko Taniguchi (Hiroshima University)

Purpose of the Research Forum:

At present, there are very few researchers in Japan who study early childhood education and care (ECEC) in
Asia and Africa, making it difficult to share information and develop comparative perspectives. The purpose of this forum
is to bring together researchers from Japan and abroad who focus particularly on early childhood education and care in
Asia and Africa—especially in developing countries—to share information and engage in discussion. Ultimately, we hope
that these meetings will lead to collaborative and comparative research projects.

The first and second forums were held in Nagoya City. They included introductions to participants’ research
fields and themes, viewing of videos on early childhood education practices in various countries, research presentations,
and sharing of early childhood education and care curricula.

The third forum will be held at Hiroshima University, and a visit to the Hiroshima University Kindergarten is
planned. Many of you are engaged in research on early childhood education in Asia and Africa, and the practices at this
kindergarten are highly advanced. We believe that the insights gained through the visit will be of great value to your
research. We sincerely hope you will join us in Hiroshima.

We warmly welcome participation from researchers currently studying early childhood education and care in

Asia and Africa, those planning to begin research in this field, and anyone with an interest in the topic.

Program of the 3" Research Forum:
Date and Time: Tuesday, February 24, 2026, 9:30-17:00
Venue: Higashi-Hiroshima Campus, Hiroshima University

(https://www.hiroshima-u.ac.jp/access/higashihiroshima)

(1) 9:30-12:00: Visit to Hiroshima University Kindergarten (https://yochien.hiroshima-u.ac.jp/)

The kindergarten implements a “Forest Kindergarten” program and receives visitors from other countries. In

collaboration with Hiroshima University, the kindergarten is also actively engaged in research initiatives.

(2) 13:30-13:45: Introduction of participants’ research fields and research themes

(3) 13:45-14:45: Research presentations (open call)

(4) 14:50-16:45: Sharing approaches to early childhood teacher education in different countries

Participants will share information on teacher training systems and curricula in their respective countries.
The session will discuss similarities and differences, as well as international trends regarding competencies expected
of early childhood educators. Participants are kindly invited to present on early childhood teacher education in their

country of research.

If you would like to participate, please contact:

Kyoko Taniguchi (Hiroshima University) Email: tanikyo@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
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