2025/09/25
September 25, 2025

9 A 24~25 BICHEKRFETHRES L AT 2 MERE 23 BIREITRW T, AF
TR EFHRLE LI,

We presented our research findings at the 23rd Annual Conference of the Japan
Association for Research on Testing, held at the University of Tokyo on September 24—
25.
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The purpose of the study is to analyze grade-level differences in academic achievement
and achievement growth over one year. As case studies, three countries in Sub-Saharan
Africa—Malawi, Ghana, and Uganda—were examined. Data were collected between
2021 and 2023 from approximately 630 to 1,260 students in Grades 5 and 6 in each
country. Achievement tests and questionnaire surveys were administered twice, at the
beginning and end of the school term. Using item response theory, students’ ability scores
were placed on a common scale across countries and testing times. The results revealed
grade-level differences in academic achievement in all three countries. However, with
respect to changes in achievement over one year, a moderate improvement was observed
in Ghana, whereas no significant improvement was observed in Malawi or Uganda.



